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SUBJECT: RGA REQUEST FOR WORLD GAS PRICES 
REF: KABUL 5095 

1. PRICE FOR GAS SUPPLIED THROUGH IGAT PIPELINE TO USSR IS 19.7 
CENTS PER 1,000 CUBIC FEET. AS EMBASSY KABUL WELL AWARE ALL SUCH 
PRICES IN BARTER DEALS ARE PURELY NOTIONAL IN THAT THEY REPRE- 
SENT NO CASH INCOME BUT SIMPLY PROVIDE BASIS FOR KEEPING BOOKS 
ON BARTER EXCHANGES. 

2. GOI IS PROFOUNDLY UNSATISFIED WITH THIS PRICE AND IS ENGAGED 
RIGHT NOW IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOVIETS TO INCREASE THIS PRICE. WE 
BELIEVE GOI WOULD BE MOST INTERESTED IN COMPARING NOTES ON SUCH 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH RGA. EMBASSY KABUL MAY WISH SUGGEST RGA SEND 
SENIOR OFFICIAL TO CONFER DIRECTLY WITH MR. T. MOSSADEGHI, 

MANAGING DIRECTOR NIGC. SINCE U.S. IS ITSELF MAJOR POTENTIAL 
CUSTOMER FOR IRANIAN GAS WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE APPROPRIATE IN OUR 

VIEW FOR THIS EMBASSY OR EMBASSY KABUL TO ACT AS INTERMEDIARY IN 
ARRANGING RGA-GOI CONSULTATIONS ON GAS PRICING. 

3. IRAN IS NOT NOW EXPORTING NATURAL GAS AS SUCH TO ANY COUNTRY OTHER 

THAN USSR. 
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